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Table 1 Analysis of the three issues and three gaps with respect to the science-policy interface for disaster risk reduction in Europe

Epistemological gap

Institutional gap

Strategic gap

Knowledge  The transfer of knowledge is a messy
transfer process, as science must rest on a
basis of uncertainty, making it hard to
provide clear-cut policy
recommendations
Disaster Disaster experts are needed to act as
expertise mediators of science for policy in
both policy and academic domains
Risk The need for specialized terminology
awareness underpinning scientific inquiry

hinders communication with the
policy domain and the public

Institutional structures that can facilitate
transfer of knowledge from science to
policy, and vice versa, are often
nonexistent or ineffective

There is a lack of platforms and arenas in
which discussions and exchange of
best practices can occur between
scientists, practitioners, and
policymakers

Scientists arc but one group in a
multitude of different stakeholders that
compete for funding and the attention
of policymakers

Due to the lack of common strategic
visions, knowledge transfer tends to
take place within sectors rather than
across them, and in an ad hoc rather
than systematized manner

While international frameworks focus on
capacity building, risk education, and
cross-sectoral training, there is a lack of
efforts to invest long term at the
national and local levels

A lack of communication and

identification of needs between the
scientific domain and the general public
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